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Judge calls for 'special master' to redraw state legislative and congressional district boundaries

Judge Dora Irizarry sides with voters who brought lawsuit seeking intervention in redistricting process

By Kenneth Lovett 

Tuesday, February 14, 2012, 12:01 AM

ALBANY - Showing no faith in the state Legislature to get the job done on time, a federal judge on Monday formally called for the appointment of a "special master" to redraw the state legislative and congressional district boundaries.

Brooklyn US District Judge Dora Irizarry sided with a group of voters who brought a lawsuit seeking court intervention in the once-a-decade redistricting process.

Irizarry called on the chief justice of the Second Circuit of the Court of Appeals to appoint a three-judge panel to preside over the legal case and appoint a special master to draw up a redistricting plan.

Irizarry in a five-page decision said time is running short after another federal judge recently ordered that the congressional primaries in New York be moved to June 26, up from Sept. 11, to meet a federal law requiring military and overseas ballots be sent out at least 45 days before the November general election.

"No congressional lines have been proposed through New York's legislative process much less adopted even though the petitioning period is less than six weeks away," Irizarry wrote.

With the candidate petitioning period set to begin March 20, the lack of known district lines creates massive uncertainty for candidates who don't yet know what districts they would be running in, also making it hard to raise campaign cash, Irizarry wrote.

The judge dismissed the arguments from state officials that the appointment of a three-judge panel and a special master is "premature" and that there is still time for the Legislature to draw up a plan.

"They point to no affirmative steps being taken by the New York State Legislature at this time or that will be taken in the near future to pass redistricting legislation that will comply with both the New York State and United States Constitution," Irizarry wrote.

She noted the Legislature didn't act in 2002 and 1992 until after there was judicial intervention.

Reps for the Assembly and Senate had no immediate comment on the decision or its impact on the process.

The Assembly and Senate have already released state legislative lines that Gov. Cuomo has ripped as "hyper partisan" and vowed to veto without changes.

The congressional lines are under discussion but are not expected to be unveiled until later this month.
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